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revolting the mind* of his subjects, 
and diminishing the race of mankind. 
His reign was characterized by pro- 
fusion, irregular conduct, and in- 
consistency, and exhibited a train 
of real calamities, intermixed with 
unprofitable success, and a false 
glitter of unsubstantial glory. 



COEKESPONDENCE. 



The following Address came too late 
for insertiou among the Origiual Commu- 
nications. That no time may be lost in giv- 
ing publicity to the excellent observations 
it contains, room is made for its insertion 
in this place. 



TO THE CATHOLICS Or r/LSTER. 

The person who now addresses you has 
ever been your friend, so far as his feeble 
exertions could avail ; and though a mem- 
ber of the Established Church, there are 
few perhaps of your own communion, 
who would hail the glad tidings of Catho 
lie Emancipation more sincerely than he 
would do. He therefore thinks himself 
entitled, at the present momentous peri- 
od, to offer you his advice, in beseeching 
you to suffer no petty irritations to prompt 
you for one moment to violate that peace, 
which it should be your earnest study un- 
ceasingly to observe. It is the object of 
your enemies to provoke you if they can. 
Oh! let them not then accomplish their in- 
fernal object : give them no just cause to 
invalidate yotlr claims , persevere with 
steadiness in the course you have begun ; 
and, in defiance of all opposition, you will 
triumph at the last over their malignant 
jealousy. But if you once suffer your- 
selves to infringe the sacred laws of peace, 
from that instant you will have given a 
deadly wound to all your hopes; your 
friends will diminish, and yonr adversa- 
ries wilt increase : the hirelings of govern- 
ment will exult at your intemperance, and 
the cry of sedition will reverberate through 
the land. Remember the disturbances in 
1798. I will not positively say that they 
•were excited by the tools of ministry, to 
give England an excuse for depriving us 
of our Parliament ; but they were cer- 
tainly connived at ; they were witnessed 
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ivith pleasure by those who were hostile to 
Irish independence. 

When I entreat you, patiently to bear 
the disappointment of your expectations, 
of expectations founded in ju«ice, and in 
common sense j when I entreat you to o- 
verlook. the daily annoyances with which 
you are assaiied ; I know that 1 impose 
upon you no easy task ; t know that it is 
difficult to yield to insult, <ioubly difficult 
where the insult is unprovoked. But re- 
flect, my friends, that where there is no 
trial, there can be no praise. You have 
been tried, and your general forbearance 
has procured you many advocates : nor is 
the day, in my opinion, now far distant 
wherein vour grievances shall be redress- 
ed, your rights restored, and your servi- 
ces rewarded. The British Parliament 
must yield at length to the justice of your 
claims : your peaceable expostulations 
will not be always disregarded. The pe- 
titions of your Protestant brethren in your 
behalf, have been already pregnant with 
the best effects ; they have contributed, 
in an eminent degree, to remove that er- 
roneous opinion entertained b.y some, tha' 
Protestant and Catholic can never coalesce. 
Absurd opinion! fostered in the cradle of 
Gothic bigotry, of childish ignorance ! 
The tenets, 1 admit, of the Protestant a"d 
Catholic church, are in many respects 
widely different. But what has this to do 
with our intercourse as men ? what has 
this to do with the moral affections of the 
heart ? Tne same Saviour whom we both 
acknowledge, expressly says, K Do unto 
others, as you would they should do unto 
you." This is plain, this is practical : and 
so long as Protestant and Catholic mutual- 
ly observe this inestimable rule in their 
intercourse with each other, they will be 
as good neighbours, and as good friends 
(often hetter,) as those whose sentiments 
upon speculative points more nearly co- 
incide. Allow me to offer ycu my warm 
congratulations on the pleasing prospect 
of the speedy downfal of the Orange Soci- 
eties ; societies which have long contri- 
buted to disturb the harmony of this un- 
happy country. Here, also, that peacea- 
ble demeanour, which has for the most 
part distinguished the Catholics of Ulster, 
has not been unrewarded. Had you uni- 
formly opposed violence to insult, the 
Orauge faction, instead of being openly 
discountenanced by those in power, as it 
now deservedly is, would have been cher- 
ished and supported. But I am happy to 
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say, you have not done so. In a few in- 
stances, indeed, (and what man or body 
of men are not sometimes off their guard ?) 
you have yielded to the force of persona) 
resentment : in doing thus, you acted un- 
wisely ; you sacrificed public benefit to 
individual feeling. But your worst ene- 
mies must allow that your general conduct 
has been unimpeachable. You have strug- 
gled to " overcome evil with good:" and 
you have hereby made friends of the 
wise and the impartial. These friends are ex- 
erting, and will exert themselves in your 
cause and the cause of justice, until the 
demon of Orangism shall be driven from 
our land, until intolerance and oppression 
shall cease from amongst us. Already do 
your foes hear the knell of their departing 
hour ; they hear and tremble. Alarmed 
at what may be the consequence of the 
petitions about to be presented to the 
legislature, against the illegality of their 
associations, they are not ashamed to have 
recourse to the vilest methods, in order to 
prevent the obtaining of signatures to 
those petitions. Anonymous hand bills, 
and anonymous letters are circulated 
through the country, calculated to mislead 
the ignorant, and to intimidate the effe- 
minate. These productions, replete with 
nonsense, illiberally, and falsehood, call 
upon every Protestant, in supplicating 
accents, not to sign the death-warrant of 
Orangism ; for, that " the Orange Socie- 
ties are the impregnable bulwarks of our 
happy constitution ! ! (" Irishmen and 
freemen, listen to this rant : Wellington 
and Nelson, hide your diminished heads. 
Learn that we are indebted for the safety 
of our constitution, not to your inglorious 
exertions, not to the pigmy efforts of our 
fk-ets or our armies, but to those gigantic 
bulwarks,' the Orange Societies. 

I will not, however, waste your time, 
or my own, by exposing the malignant 
ialse'uiods of those frothy eoullitions : let 
us consign them to that oblivion they so 
well merit. I would uot indeed have no- 
ticed then at all, except for the purpose 
of proving to you, that even in the opi- 
nion of the Orangemen themselves, the 
dissolution of their distempered body is 
rapidly approaching. Else, whvneed they 
have recourse to anonymous fabrications ? 
Why strive to prejudice the public mind, 
and take from men the inestimable li- 
berty of judging for themselves ? But, be- 
lieve me, my friends, their petty artifices 
will be unavailing : they may, for a sea- 



son, influence the minds of the waver ; ng 
and the weak ; but, at the last, truth and 
common sense will be victorious. Let not 
your passions then be roused by such des- 
picable libels : treat them with that cool 
contempt to which they are entitled: and, 
in defiance of calumny and provocation, 
continue to preserve inviolate good order 
and good temper. 

The Orange Societies may be said to 
consist of four distinct classes of persons : 
the honesty the timid, the interested, and the 
intolerant. Those of the first class, which 
is also by much the smallest, really act 
from conscientious motives : wedded to 
what is old, they consider reformation and 
rebellion as synonymous terms ; and, on 
this principle, they think themselves justi- 
fiable in opposing the advocates of equal 
rights. Those of the second class are al- 
ways guided by their personal fears ; noisy 
disturbers of the public peace, they are 
ever sounding the trumpet of alarms and 
crying, ■* danger, danger I" where there 
is no danger. God forhid we should call 
such men knaves. No; they are rather 
to be pitied than condemned. Composed 
by nature of delicate materials, vain would 
be the hope to divest them of their fears ; 
vain the hope to excite in them a manly 
energy. But the two other classes which 
constitute the bulk of the Orange mass, 
namely, the interested, and the intolerant, 
have no fair claim upon our compassion ; 
for they are neither guided by principle 
nor fear. The Interested man says, " What 
shall I do to gain preferment ?" His evil 
genius whispers, " Bow to those in power : 
unite with the strong party: be clamor- 
ous in the cause of Church and State : be- 
come an Orangeman." Pleased with these 
suggestions, he instantly assumes the in- 
signia of faction ; loud in defence of mi- 
nistry, and all its measures, he brands the 
patriot with the epithet seditious ; he loads 
him with the foulest calumny and abuse; 
his integrity he calls ambition, his firm- 
ness pride. Vain of his own superior wis- 
dom, in steadily pursuing the crooked 
path of interest, he laughs at the absurdity 
of his objectisns who will not take the 
same course, who will not condescend to 
all the paltry meannesses to which he 
stoops. At length, he reaches the goal of 
preferment : he is rewarded by a living, a 
sinecure, or pension, and blesses the day 
that he became an Orangeman. 

The Intolerant compose the last class in 
this respectable society : men, who would 
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sentence to slavery all who presume to 
differ from themselves. The pious mem- 
ber of the Church of England says, " I 
cannot- assimilate with the Papist, for he 
calls me a heretic, and excludes me from 
salvation." Gracious Heavens ! and are 
our ears and our understandings to be in- 
sulted -with such ridiculous nonsense in the 
nineteenth century? If I could imagine, 
for an instant, that you, my Catholic bre- 
thren, really believe such an abominable 
doctrine, 1 would consider you as degrad- 
ed below the rank of men. But, thanks 
be to God, the gloomy night of intellectual 
darkness is long since past ; the reign of 
credulity is at an end. Your adversaries, 
therefore, are highly unjustifiable in bring- 
ing charges against you, which they can- 
not substantiate; it clearly evinces that 
they are alike destitute of charity and good 
sense : for those who accuse you of en- 
tertaining such sentiments, have nothing 
else to allege in support of their assertions, 
except some obsolete canons of your church. 
Now, this mode of reasoning is unfair in 
the extreme, and every Protestant must 
know that it may be equally applied against 
himself: he must know, that there are 
some things still remaining in the litter of 
his creed, which he finds it necessary to 
construe according to his own interpreta- 
tion. He should consequently grant to 
others that indulgeuce he requires for him- 
«elf. All we have any right to demand 
from our neighbour, is an obliging peace- 
able demeanor : with this we ought to be 
content, and leave the rest to God, who is 
far more merciful to us, than we are to 
«ach other. Study! then, my Catholic 



brethren, laying aside all speculative dis- 
quisitions, to act according to the moral 
law of that religion which we both pro- 
fess—the religion of l he Gospel j^and, " if 
it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
quietly with all men." This will be your 
surest road to viuory : this will lead to the 
consummation of your wishes. The male- 
volent fabrications of your despicable op- 
ponents shall thus meet with that contempt 
which is their just reward : every virtuous 
man must become your friend : the voice 
of reason will make itself be heard : and 
the emancipation of her children will re- 
store to Ireland, that harmony which has 
long been an exile from her shores ! 

Lamleg, Sept. 20th, 181M. M D. 



To tic Proprietors of the Belfatt Magazine, 



I have heard, that it has been said, with 
some confidence, by certain of theOrangists, 
that the Synod of Ulster's declaration re- 
specting civil and religious liberty, is like- 
ly to do them much injury with their peo- 
ple. They say, that the Ministers had no 
business to intermeddle with_politics ; and 
that they would not be surprised, if many 
loyal men should, for this improper expres- 
sion of sentiment, withdraw; themselves 
from their communion, and go i<> Church, 
This subject furnishes materials for a few 
remarks, and some gloomy reflections, on 
the times in which we live. 

An Obsirveb. 



AGRICULTURAL -REPORT. 

Prom the 20th Augait to the 20th September, 1813. 



Attir a long time of parching dry weather, a change took place about the beginning 
of this month, and a great deal of rain fell for several weeks, accompanied by high 
winds, which beat down thestanding corn, did considerable injury to thegrain, and for some 
time had the appearance of producing a serious alteration in the prospect of plenty, 
which the abundance of the crops had presented. A favourable change in the weather 
has now removed the fears that had been entertained, and the harvest is likely tu be 
secured Without much further loss- 

The blast, so much complained of in the Wheat crops, appears to be pretty general 
in some districts, in others there is very little injury likely to be sustained from it; 
much diversity of sentiment has prevailed among agriculturalists as to the cause of thi» 
distemper, and various methods prescribed for its prevention. The writer of this re 
port does not presume to give a decided opiuion, on the subject, much less to dictate 



